
Origin: Yellow Lamium, or Yellow Archangel, 
originates from Europe, and was originally brought 
over as a garden ornamental.  

Habitat: Yellow Lamium can grow and survive in a 
wide range of conditions, from full sun to full shade. 
However, it thrives in full shade forests with moist 
soils that are rich in organic matter. It can be found 
growing in ravines, greenbelts and forested parks. As 
it is often purchased as a garden ornamental, it is  
also found in hanging planter baskets, in gardens as 
well as growing along ornamental borders.  

Reproduction: Yellow Lamium reproduces 
vegetatively from nodes on the plant’s stems, and 
from stem fragments. Yellow Archangel can also 
reproduce from seed, but it is less common. 

 

Yellow Lamium  
Lamium galeobdolon 
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Leaves: Are variegated with green and silver, including a grey 
outer margin. They have tapered edges and are oval-shaped.  

Flowers: Are small and yellow with orange or brown 
markings on them. Flowers have hooded upper petals and a 
lipped lower petal. Together, they form into four nutlets, 
each containing one seed. 

Stems: Erect, four-sided (square) stems can grow 30 - 60 cm 
tall.  

Fruit: Each flower produces four small nuts (nutlets), with 
each nutlet containing one seed. 

Roots: The plant has a shallow root system and produces 
stolons (roots that grow horizontally). 

Similar Species:  

 Non-native: Herman’s Pride (Lamium galeobdolon 
var.) 

 Invasive: Goutweed/Bishop’s weed (Aegopodium 
podagraria variegata) 

In comparison to Yellow Lamium, Herman’s Pride has 
smaller, narrower and more coarsely serrated leaves. 
Additionally, Goutweed can be distinguished by its leaves 
that grow in groups of three.  
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(A.K.A. Yellow Archangel, Yellow Deadnettle, Yellow Weaselsnout) 

IDENTIFICATION 



Vectors of Spread: Yellow Lamium is often sold in garden 
stores and nurseries as a low-maintenance ornamental. It 
spreads by stolons, crawling under fences into woodland 
margins, parks, ditches and other natural spaces. Stem 
fragments can form an entirely new plant.  
 
Seeds are a secondary form of dispersal that can be spread by 
wind, water, plants and animals. Ants have also been reported 
to have transported seeds up to 70 m away from the parent 
plant.  
WHAT CAN I DO? 
Yellow Lamium can be found throughout the Sea to Sky 
Region, so PREVENTION of further spread is key: 
 Regularly monitor properties for weed infestations. 
 Do not purchase Yellow Lamium from garden centres or 

nurseries. 
 If already planted, monitor its margins to prevent stolons 

from spreading. 
 Ensure soil and gravel are uncontaminated before 

transport. 
 Don’t unload, park, or store equipment or vehicles in 

infested areas; remove plant material from any equipment, 
vehicles, or clothing used in such areas and wash 
equipment and vehicles at designated cleaning sites before 
leaving infested areas. 

 Ensure plants (particularly flowering heads or root 
fragments) are bagged or covered to prevent spread during 
transport to designated disposal sites (e.g. landfill). Do NOT 
compost. 

 Do not cut or mow as plants can propagate from stem/plant 
fragments. 

Yellow Lamium can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Continued hand-pulling is effective, 

but sites must be monitored every year for re-growth. Make 
sure to completely remove stems and root systems. 

 Chemical Control: Glyphosate, triclopyr, or imazapyr have 
been recorded as effective herbicides for Yellow Lamium. 
Tank mixtures of glyphosate and either triclopyr or 
imazapyr has been shown to be more effective than single-
product applications. Multiple treatments may be required 
and follow-up monitoring is highly recommended. Fall and 
early spring applications are recommended when the plants 
are most active; apply prior to bloom in the spring to avoid 
impacting pollinators. We recommend that any herbicide 
application is carried out by a person holding a valid BC 
Pesticide Applicator Certificate. Before selecting and 
applying herbicides, you must review and follow herbicide 
labels and application rates; municipal, regional, provincial 
and federal laws and regulations; species-specific treatment 
recommendations, and site-specific goals and objectives.  

 Biological control: There is no biocontrol available at this 
time. 

IMPACTS 

Ecological:  

 Less valuable than other plants to livestock 
and wildlife 

 Outcompetes native species by blocking 
access to sunlight and restricting space 
availability with its extensive root system 

 Reduces food availability for wildlife; impacts 
local pollinators 

Economic: 

 Can displace shade-tolerant crops and reduce 
yields 

 Visit ssisc.ca/report 

REPORT SIGHTINGS 

References: BC Weed Guide, Government of British Columbia, 
Invasive Species Council of British Columbia, Invasive Species 
Council of Metro Vancouver, King County. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to report 
and for the most recent, up to date control methods. All 
reports will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Yellow Lamium 
anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 
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J. Leekie 


