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Wanted For 
 Limiting the movement of humans and 

wildlife with dense thickets 

 Taking over stream channels and banks 

 Outcompeting deep-rooted shrubs and 
trees which would normally stabilize banks 
and prevent flooding 

Last seen 
 At only a handful of locations in 

Whistler 

 Common in the Lower Mainland 
and other areas of coastal BC 

 Thrives in disturbed soil along 
roadsides, ditches, or forest edges  
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Have significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health.  

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Whistler area is still feasible. 

 
Whistler’s 5 WORST WEEDS 

 

Berries are black, shiny, 

juicy, and edible. They can 

be up to 2cm in diameter. 

Similar looking native species: 

the low growing Trailing   

Blackberry (Rubus ursinus), and 

the shrubby Black Raspberry 

(Rubus leucodermis). 

Leaves are oval and toothed 

and are grouped in fives or 

threes. They remain green 

throughout the winter. 

Berries contain numerous 

hard seeds that are consumed 

and dispersed by animals. 

Stems are up to 35 feet in length, 

stiff, and 5-angled with             

numerous straight prickles.    

Mature stems can be brown or 

reddish brown. 

Flowers are small, have 5   

petals, are white to pinkish 

and grow in clusters. 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 

 Monitor your property, report to SSISC, and immediately control any new emerging Blackberry shoots. 

 Ensure that soil and fill material is not contaminated with Himalayan Blackberry stems, roots, or seeds. 

 Bag or tarp all soil, plants, or plant parts before transporting them for disposal. 

 Clean clothing, animals, tools and machinery before leaving an infestation. 

 Re-vegetate exposed soil with native or non-invasive plants such as Nootka Rose to prevent further  
      invasion. 
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Joseph M. DiTomaso,         
University of California -       

Davis, Bugwood.org 

Why is it invasive? 

Himalayan blackberry is a 

shrub introduced from        

Eurasia. It grows extremely 

aggressively. New canes 

reach out several meters from 

the plant. The canes then take 

root, allowing the plant to 

“leap-frog” across expanses 

of land in only a few years. 

Thickets limit the movement 

of wildlife and people, reduce 

sight lines along highways 

and right-of-ways, and         

increase erosion by              

preventing the growth of     

native deep-rooted shrubs that 

would normally provide bank 

stability. 

How to remove it: 

The best method is to cut it 

down, then dig out the root 

crowns using a pickaxe or 

shovel. Repeat over subse-

quent seasons as plants re-

emerge from pieces of root 

left behind. Mowing several 

times per year over several 

years can also be effective. 

Dispose of all plant material 

in a designated invasive spe-

cies bin or the general waste 

stream (DO NOT COMPOST).  


