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Wanted For 
 Outcompeting native species and 

reducing biodiversity. 

 Causing severe skin blistering through 
photosensitivity. 

 Reducing the quality of agricultural 
crops. 

 Reducing livestock foraging resources. 

Last seen 
 In the Mt. Currie area 

 Thrives in areas with partial 
sun. 

 Found in open areas, fields, 
meadows, roadsides, rail-ways, 
and sometimes gardens and 
lawns. 

 



 Basal leaves are long and wide 
with the leaf size decreasing 
up the stems. 

 Each leaf has 5-15 mitten-
shaped, toothed leaflets. 

 Erect stems are up to 2m tall. 

 The taproots are thick, long, 
and yellow-brown. 

These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Pemberton area is still feasible. 

 
Pemberton’s most wanted 

Why is it invasive?  

Wild Parsnip is toxic and can 

cause skin blisters if touched. 

It is also toxic to animals if 

ingested. Each Wild Parsnip 

plan produces 2,000 seeds in a 

season and can remain viable 

in the soil for 4 years. The 

seeds are dispersed by wind, 

water, and soil contamination. 

It grows quickly and will cover 

open and disturbed sites 

rapidly, thus reducing the 

native plant community. It will 

also take over farm and 

agricultural land, reducing 

crop yields and livestock 

forage. 

How to remove it: 

Always wear full protective 

equipment when treating and 

removing Wild Parsnip to 

protect yourself from its toxic 

sap. It can be removed 

manually through hand-pulling 

when the plant is young or 

mowed before the plant goes to 

flower. If the plant is mowed, 

be sure to cover the exposed 

stems and roots with a tarp to 

prevent the plant from re-

sprouting. Herbicide treatment 

can also be effective, 

depending on site conditions; 

contact SSISC for more 

information.  

Do your part to prevent the spread! 
 Learn how to identify Wild Parsnip, ssisc.ca/wild-parsnip. 

Monitor your property and neighbourhood. Report any Wild 
Parsnip to ssisc.ca/report 

 Do not compost any plant parts. 

 Ensure soil and fill material are not contaminated with Wild 
Parsnip seeds, roots, or shoots. 

 Clean clothing, animals, tools, and machinery before leaving 
an infestation. 

 Minimize soil disturbance in areas surrounding infestations. 

 Re-vegetate exposed soil with native or non-invasive plants to 
prevent further invasion. 

 Small, yellow flowers are 
arranged in umbrella-shaped 
clusters with 15-25 spokes per 
umbel. 

 Elliptic fruits are 5 mm long, 
flat, and hairy. 


