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Wanted For 

 Inhibiting forest re-generation by 
outcompeting conifer seedlings. 

 Increasing wildfire fuel loads and 
escalating wildfire intensity. 

 Producing dense monocultures that 
outcompete native plants and restrict 
sightlines.  

Last seen 

 In Squamish, the lower main-
land, and Vancouver Island.  

 In disturbed sites at low eleva-
tions like roads, railways, 
meadows and deforested areas.  

 

 



 Rigid woody stems reach 1-3 
m tall. 

 Young branches are hairy 
with 5 green ridges; mature 
stems are smooth.  

 Deep branched taproot. 

These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Pemberton area is still feasible. 

 
Pemberton’s most wanted 

Why is it invasive?  

Scotch Broom is extremely 

aggressive, it quickly covers 

fields, meadows, and deforested 

areas when introduced. Each 

plant can produce up to 

3,500 seedpods each containing 

5 - 12 seeds. When the seedpods 

dry they burst open, expelling 

the seeds up to 5m away. The 

seeds can then be spread further 

by wind, vehicles, animals, and 

humans, and can remain viable 

in the soil for up to 80 years. 

Once Scotch Broom takes hold of 

an area it forms dense thickets 

that prevent animal movement, 

displace native plants and 

animals, and increase the risk of 

wildfires due to its high oil 

content. Scotch Broom also alters 

soil composition which 

decreases the amount of nitrogen 

available for other native plants.  

How to remove it: 

Scotch Broom can be removed 

manually with repeated, diligent 

efforts each spring. Small 

seedlings can be hand-pulled 

when the soil is moist. Large 

plants must be cut down at the 

base before they begin to flower. 

Once cut, cover the newly-cut 

stem with plastic to prevent it 

from photosynthesizing. Remove 

plant material from the site as it 

will release toxins into the soil 

that prevent growth of other 

desirable plants. Herbicide 

treatment can also be employed 

to control Scotch Broom. Please 

contact SSISC for more 

information. 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 
 Learn how to identify Scotch Broom ssisc.ca/scotch-broom 

 Ensure soil and fill material brought onto your property are not 
contaminated with Scotch Broom seeds.  

 Bag or tarp all soil and Scotch Broom plants before transporting them 
for disposal. 

 Clean clothing, animals, tools, and machinery before leaving an 
infestation. 

 Re-vegetate exposed soil with native or non-invasive plants such 
Shrubby Cinquefoil to prevent further invasion. 

 Minimize soil disturbance in areas surrounding infestations . 

 Monitor your property and neighbourhood. Report sightings to SSISC, 
ssisc.ca/report, 604-698-8334. 

 Small, bright yellow, pea-
like flowers, sometimes with 
a red center. 

 Seedpods are initially bright 
green then dry out to turn 
black before they split.  

 Lower leaves are stalked 
with 3 leaflets. 

 Upper leaves are un-stalked. 

 Leaves may fall off early in 
the year leaving stalks bare.  


