
Origin: Water Hyacinth is native to South America, and 
was introduced to the United States in the 1880s.  

Habitat: The aquatic plant favours nutrient-rich waters 
and warm climates. It frequently inhabits shallow ponds, 
wetlands and marshes or slow-flowing waterways, lakes 
and rivers. In the Pacific Northwest, it is often planted 
outdoors in pools and water features, but is not 
considered winter hardy. 

Reproduction: Water Hyacinth reproduces prolifically by 
vegetative means by forming daughter plants which 
sprout from stolons (underground stems). It also 
reproduces by seed but to a lesser degree, though Water 
Hyacinth seeds may germinate after being dormant for 
up to 28 years.  

Interesting Fact: Water Hyacinth is deemed the most 
damaging aquatic weed in the world. It can double its 
population in just 2 weeks.  

 

Water Hyacinth 
Eichhornia crassipes 

S q u a m i s h :  P r e v e n t |  W h i s t l e r :  P r e v e n t |  P e m b e r t o n :  P r e v e n t  

Water Hyacinth is a herbaceous evergreen perennial in the 
Pontederiaceae family.  

Flowers: Showy flower spikes are composed of 4-
15 individual flowers. Each flower has 6 purple to pink 
petals. The upper petal displays a darkened spot with a 
yellow center.  

Stems: Are bulbous and spongy, growing up to 50 cm long. 

Leaves: Kidney-shaped leaves with inflated bases form free-
floating rosettes. They are thick, waxy and glossy. Leaves 
are 10 - 20 cm wide and contain air bladders for floatation. 

Roots: Long, dark purple to black roots dangle below the 
rosette. Roots are highly divided and appear feather-like. As 
much as 50% of Water Hyacinth’s biomass is found in the 
roots. 

Fruits: Thin-walled, ribbed capsules contain as many as 
450 egg-shaped seeds.  

Similar Species:  

 Non-native: Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata)  

Pickerelweed has smaller flowers, forming a long, slim 
spike. Unlike Water Hyacinth, Pickerelweed leaves do not 
have air bladders. Pickerelweed also does not form dense 
mats. 
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(AKA Common Water Hyacinth, Floating Water Hyacinth) 



Vectors of Spread: Water Hyacinth disperses 
primarily through vegetative reproduction. However, 
seeds are also dispersed by wind, water and human 
activities. In addition, it is commonly sold at 
nurseries for its showy flowers.  

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Water Hyacinth is not yet found in the Sea to Sky 
Region, so PREVENTION of spread is key: 
 Regularly monitor water bodies for infestations. 
 Do not plant Water Hyacinth in an aquarium or 

water garden. 
 Clean, Drain, and Dry all watercraft. Rinse all mud, 

debris and plant fragments from all equipment, 
wading gear, and boats. 

 Do not dispose of aquarium plants in water bodies. 
 Ensure all plant parts are bagged and covered 

during transport to the designated disposal site 
(e.g., landfill). Do NOT compost. 

Water Hyacinth can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Very small infestations can 

be controlled by hand pulling, raking or seining 
from the pond’s surface. Most mechanical control 
is labour intensive and costly.  

 Chemical Control: Herbicides cannot be applied in 
aquatic environments in Canada. Herbicide control 
is not recommended for this species.  

 Biological Control:  There are no current 
biocontrol agents available in BC. However, many 
insect species have been investigated for use 
against Water Hyacinth; several weevil are 
currently used in various parts of the United 
States. 

IMPACTS 

Ecological:  

 Outcompetes and displaces native vegetation. 

 Reduces biodiversity . 

 Reduces oxygen levels in water, altering the entire 
aquatic ecosystem.  

 Decreases overall water quality by releasing heavy 
metals and other pollutants. 

 Creates a favourable habitat for mosquitoes. 

Economic:  

 Forms dense floating mats that slow water flow and 
block irrigation canals, increasing maintenance costs 

 Dense mats also disrupt recreational activities. 

References: Aquatic Nuisance Task Force, Fraser Valley 
Invasive Species Society, Gardenworks, Invasive Species Council 
of Manitoba, King County, Top of the Mitt Watershed Council, 
University of Florida, USDA National Invasive Species 
Information Center.  

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to 
report and for the most recent, up to date control 
methods. All reports will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found 
Water Hyacinth anywhere in the 

Sea to Sky region: 
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REPORT SIGHTINGS 
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