
Origin: Most sources claim that it is native to Armenia 
and potentially Northern Iran, while other sources state 
that it originates from Western Europe. Regardless, it 
was likely introduced to North America in 1885 for use 
as a cultivated crop. 

Habitat: Can be found at low elevations in clearings, 
disturbed sites, roadsides, stream banks, wastelands, 
pastures, forest plantations, and fence lines. Himalayan 
Blackberry can colonize a variety of disturbed sites and 
thrive in a range of conditions. 

Propagation: Himalayan Blackberry is a mostly biennial 
bramble that reproduces by seed and vegetatively. 

Vectors of Spread: Himalayan Blackberry can spread by 
rooting from stem cuttings, root pieces, root crowns, or 
from cane tips touching the ground or nodes along the 
canes. Birds and mammals that eat the fruit disperse 
the seeds when they move to new locations.  

 

Himalayan Blackberry 
Rubus armeniacus 
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Flowers: White to pinkish in colour and consist of five 
staked petals. Size is approximately 2.5 cm in diameter, 
and flowers are arranged in clusters of 5 - 20. The flower 
stalks are woolly and prickly. 

Stems: Has thick canes (stems) with sharp prickles that 
are stiff, and green or red in colour. The stems are 
strongly angled and furrowed, with curved prickles 6 -
 10mm long. The stems do not have a white residue, 
which distinguishes this plant from the native Black 
Raspberry. 

Leaves: 3-5 egg-shaped leaflets with sharp and pointy 
tips and a grey, woolly underside. The leaves are 
generally grouped into 5’s on first-year canes and 3’s on 
flowering, second-year canes.  

Roots: Himalayan Blackberry has an extensive system of 
inter-connected roots that can exceed 10 m in length 
and 1 m in depth.  

Fruits: Ripe berries are black, shiny, and hairless. Unripe 
berries are green or red.  

Similar Species:  

 Native: Black Raspberry (Rubus leucodermis)  
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(A.K.A Armenian Blackberry, Rubus discolor )  

B. Johnson  



WHAT CAN I DO? 
In the Sea to Sky Region, Himalayan Blackberry is found 
primarily south of Brackendale, so PREVENTION of further 
spread to the north, is key: 
 Do not plant Himalayan Blackberry. 
 Since Himalayan Blackberry is identifiable throughout the 

year, regularly monitor properties and remove if 
discovered. 

 Ensure soil, gravel, and fill material are uncontaminated 
before transport. 

 Don’t unload, park, or store equipment or vehicles in 
infested areas; remove plant material from any equipment, 
vehicles, or clothing used in such areas and wash 
equipment and vehicles at designated cleaning sites before 
leaving infested areas. 

 Minimize soil disturbances (e.g. use grazing plants that 
prevent soil exposure from overgrazing), and use seed 
mixes with dense, early colonization (e.g. alfalfa or barley) 
to re-vegetate exposed soil and resist invasion. 

 Ensure plant fragments or parts are bagged or covered to 
prevent spread during transport to designated disposal 
sites (e.g. landfill). 

 Do not place fruit material in the compost.  
Himalayan Blackberry is a popular food source for humans 
and other animals. Control programs need to consider 
impacts to potential consumers. Nevertheless, this species 
can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Mechanical removal (i.e. removing all 

parts of the plant, including the roots) is an effective way to 
control this species. The canes must be cut or pulled before 
berries are produced, and the roots of the plant must be 
removed with hand tools or machinery, to prevent 
regrowth. The biomass of the plant can be reduced by 
mowing frequently throughout the year.  

 Chemical Control: Himalayan Blackberry can be treated in 
late summer or fall with a variety of herbicides. Although 
this can be an effective control method, the dry and hard 
canes then need to be removed to allow access for 
effective restoration. We recommend that any herbicide 
application is carried out by a person holding a valid BC 
Pesticide Applicator Certificate. Before selecting and 
applying herbicides, you must review and follow herbicide 
labels and application rates; municipal, regional, provincial 
and federal laws and regulations; species-specific 
treatment recommendations, and site-specific goals and 
objectives.  

 Integrated Control: The integration of mechanical control 
methods with either the chemical treatment of stumps or 
follow-up herbicide application offers the most success. 

 Biocontrol/Herbivory: Grazing by goats has proven 
effective, and chickens can remove the seeds from an area.  

Ecological:  

 Outcompetes native plants 

 Reduces flora diversity through shading 

 Can hinder the growth of shade-intolerant tree 
species 

 Infests stream channels and banks 

 Restricts the access of wildlife to water bodies 

 Degrades pastures 

 Increases likelihood of erosion along banks.  

Economic: 

 Reduces land value 

 Limits recreational access to water bodies 

 Reduces sight lines along infrastructure.  

 Visit ssisc.ca/report 

REPORT SIGHTINGS 

References: CSISS, GIST, ISCBC, King County, MOTI Thurston 
County, USDA Forest Service. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to report and 
for the most recent, up to date control methods. All reports 
will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Himalayan 
Blackberry anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 
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P. Westra, Colorado State University, 
Bugwood.org 

IMPACTS 


