
Origin: Carpet Burweed is native to South America. 
Its first confirmed sighting in Canada was in Ruckle 
Park on Salt Spring Island, BC, in 1996. 

Habitat: Carpet Burweed prefers open, grassy areas 
with disturbed, compact soils and full sun exposure. 
Most vulnerable for spread are areas that are wet in 
winter, and dry and trampled in summer. Carpet 
Burweed is commonly found in lawns, playing fields, 
golf courses, paths, and other disturbed, well trodden 
areas. 

Reproduction: Carpet Burweed is a winter annual 
that reproduces by seed. Its bur-like seeds are well 
adapted for short-distance transport on the bottom 
of animal paws and hoofs, soft-soled shoes, and other 
soft materials such as tents and tires. A seed’s spine, 
once attached, will break off, allowing the seed to be 
transported only a few meters.  

 

Carpet Burweed 
Soliva sessilis  
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Carpet Burweed is a broadleaf winter annual that spreads 
easily to form a dense groundcover.  

Flowers: Are inconspicuous and small. They are yellow-
green and disk-like. Their greenish flower heads grow in 
the basal rosette of the leaves.  

Stems: Are hairy. Rosettes are 3 - 5cm wide and 7cm tall, 
with stems arranged in a sprawling pattern. Each plant has 
up to 10 stems growing from its base. 

Leaves: Are alternate, slightly hairy, and feathery in 
shape. The leaves are also described as carrot or fern-like. 

Fruits: Are ovate and flattened with a thick spine. 
Individual seeds are 2.5 - 3.5mm long, and are grouped 
(up to 10) in sunflower-like seed heads.  

Similar Species:  

Invasive: Pineapple Weed (Matricaria discoidea), Wild 
Carrot (Daucus carota). 

Pineapple Weed flowers smell like pineapple when 
crushed, and Wild Spring stems can grow up to 1m tall. 
These species occupy similar habitats and have similar leaf 
structures, yet their taller stems and different flowers set 
them apart from Carpet Burweed.  
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Vectors of Spread: The spiny seeds easily attach and release 
from soft materials, vehicles, work equipment, and animals. 
Carpet Burweed can also spread through the movement of 
soil that has been contaminated with its seeds.  

WHAT CAN I DO? 

Carpet Burweed is not currently found in our Sea to Sky 
Region, so PREVENTION is key:  
 Regularly monitor properties for weed infestations. 
 Ensure soil and gravel are uncontaminated before 

transport. 
 Don’t unload, park, or store equipment or vehicles in 

infested areas; remove plant material from any 
equipment, vehicles, or clothing used in such areas and 
wash equipment and vehicles at designated cleaning sites 
before leaving infested areas. 

 Minimize soil disturbances (e.g. use grazing plans that 
prevent soil exposure from overgrazing), and use seed 
mixes with dense, early colonization (e.g. alfalfa or barley) 
to re-vegetate exposed soil and resist invasion. 

 If found, ensure plants (particularly flowering heads or 
root fragments) are bagged or covered to prevent spread 
during transport to designated disposal sites (e.g. landfill). 
Do NOT compost. 

 
Carpet Burweed can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Small infestations of Carpet 

Burweed can be managed through repeated hand-pulling. 
Removal must be done before seed set. For large 
infestations, flaming has been found to be the most 
effective method of removal. Mowing is ineffective due to 
the low-lying nature of the plant. 

 Chemical Control: Herbicides such as clopyralid, picloram 
and triclopyr can be effective in removing this weed, 
however resistance has been reported. Moreover, 
picloram is not suitable for wet, coastal soils. Successive 
chemical treatments using alternating, selective classes of 
herbicides is recommended. We recommend that any 
herbicide application is carried out by a person holding a 
valid BC Pesticide Applicator Certificate. Before selecting 
and applying herbicides, you must review and follow 
herbicide labels and application rates; municipal, regional, 
provincial and federal laws and regulations; species-
specific treatment recommendations, and site-specific 
goals and objectives.  

 Cultural Control: Maintaining healthy, well fertilized turf 
areas can prevent the establishment of Carpet Burweed. 

 Biological Control: There is no biocontrol available for 
this plant. 

IMPACTS 

Ecological:  

 Creates a dense, carpet-like groundcover that 
prevents the growth of native species. 

 Reduces biodiversity. 

 The spiny seeds are painful for animals and humans 
to walk on. 

Economical: 

 Out-competes tended grasses and leaves behind 
wide, brown patches which are unsightly. 

References: BC Parks, Coastal Invasive Species Committee, 
Electronic Atlas of the Flora of BC, Fraser Valley Invasive 
Species Society, Gary Oak Ecosystem Recovery Team, Invasive 
Species Compendium, Invasive Species Council of BC. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to report 
and for the most recent, up to date control methods. All 
reports will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Carpet Burweed 
anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 

 

J. D. Byrd, Mississippi 
State University,  

Bugwood.org 
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