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MOST WANTED 
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Wanted For 
 Producing a clear, watery sap which 

sensitizes the skin to U.V. rays and can 
cause severe burns, blistering, and 
painful dermatitis 

 Causing temporary or permanent 
blindness when the eyes are exposed to 
the sap 

 Causing increased erosion hazards in 
riparian areas 

Last seen 
 In areas with wet or moist soils 

 Disturbed areas in the lowlands 
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These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Squamish area is still feasible. 

 
SquamiSh’S moSt wanted 

Numerous, small 

white flowers are 

arranged in a large, 

flat-topped, 

umbrella-like 

cluster. 

Has stout, fleshy tuberous 

root stalks that form buds 

each year. 

Leaves are similar in 

shape to a maple leaf  but 

much larger and can 

grow up to 3 meters long. 

Stems 2-5 meters tall 

with reddish-purple 

blotches, and coated 

in coarse bristles. 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 

 Monitor your property for Giant Hogweed, and report any new 
infestations to SSISC. 

 Do not purchase, trade, or grow Giant Hogweed. 

 Ensure that soil and fill materials brought onto your property are 
not contaminated with Giant Hogweed plant parts. 

 If you plan to remove Giant Hogweed yourself, call SSISC for site-
specific advice. 

 

Why is it invasive? 

Giant Hogweed is a competitive 

invader, primarily due to early-

season growth and shade and 

flood tolerance. The hardiness of 

this species allows it to even 

grow and persist alongside other 

aggressive plants. Infestations 

in riparian ecosystems increase 

the risk of erosion due to the 

shallow roots of this plant. A 

single Giant Hogweed plant can 

produce up to 100,000 seeds, 

which can remain viable in the 

soil for 15 years and are 

dispersed by wind and water. 

How to remove it: 

Clear, toxic sap is found in all 

parts of Giant Hogweed. Contact 

with sap can occur by brushing 

against the plant, handling plant 

material, or even by touching 

tools or mowing equipment that 

were used for Giant Hogweed 

control. To ensure the necessary 

precautions are taken, it is best 

to hire a professional to handle 

Giant Hogweed infestations. 


