
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Origin: Native to Europe, Scentless Chamomile was 
originally introduced as a garden ornamental in the 
1930’s. It also made its way to Canada as a seed con-
taminant. 

Habitat: Scentless Chamomile is found on low to 
mid-elevation sites, along roadsides, fence lines and 
in other disturbed areas. It prefers areas with high 
soil moisture and is often found near ponds, streams 
and other areas prone to seasonal flooding. 

Propagation: It is propagated by seed. Scentless 
Chamomile seeds germinate under periodic flooding 
conditions, and are dispersed by water and wind. 

 

 
Scentless Chamomile 
Tripleurospermum inodorum 
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Scentless Chamomile is a daisy-like flowering plant that 
can act as an annual, biennial or short-lived perennial. 

Flowers: Single flowers at the ends of each branched 
stem. Flowers are white, daisy-like, odourless and 2 to 
3 cm in diameter with yellow centres. 

Stems: Mature plants are 0.15 to 1 m tall and tend to be 
bushy when not subjected to competition or after having 
been mowed. Stems are smooth and branched. 

Leaves: Leaves are finely divided into short, thread-like 
segments. This “fern-like” leaf distinguishes Scentless 
Chamomile from Oxeye Daisy. 

Similar Species:  

 Invasive: Oxeye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), which 

has more finely divided leaves; Wild chamomile 

(Matricaria recutita), Stinking mayweed (Anthemis cot-

ula) and Pineapple Weed (Matricaria discoidea), 

whose leaves all have a strong odour when crushed; 

Corn Chamomile (Anthemis arvenis), which has stems 

that are hairy below the heads. 

Also known as:  Matricaria maritime, Mayweed, Scentless 
Mayweed, Daisy  
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Vectors of Spread: Scentless Chamomile seeds are easily dis-
persed by wind or water, crop seed, and animal feed. Seeds can 
float 12 hours and new infestations are often found around wa-
terbodies. Transportation corridors serve as major sources of 
infestation and spread, and there is an increased risk of invasion 
to adjacent agricultural areas and aquatic systems. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Scentless Chamomile is found throughout the Sea to Sky Re-
gion, so PREVENTION of further spread is key: 
 Regularly monitor properties for weed infestations. 
 Ensure soil and gravel are free of Scentless Chamomile be-

fore transport. 
 Don’t unload, park, or store equipment or vehicles in infest-

ed areas; remove plant material from any equipment, vehi-
cles, or clothing used in such areas and wash equipment and 
vehicles at designated sites before leaving infested areas. 

 Minimize disturbances that cause exposed soil (e.g. use graz-
ing plans that prevent soil exposure due to overgrazing), and 
use seed mixes with dense, early colonization to re-vegetate 
soils and resist invasion. 

 Ensure plants (particularly flowering heads or root frag-
ments) are bagged or covered to prevent spread during 
transport to designated disposal sites (e.g. landfill). Do NOT 
compost. 

Scentless Chamomile can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Scentless Chamomile can act as an an-

nual, biennial, or short lived perennial, making it difficult to 
control. Mowing can reduce seed production, but it should 
be done early and then again before flowers are formed. 
Each successive mowing should be lower than the previous 
one, as plants will form new flowers in the leaf axils below 
mowing height. Hand-pulling small infestations before the 
plants go to seed can be effective. Frequent, shallow tillage 
during hot, dry weather before the plants flower is also an 
option. 

 Chemical Control: Herbicide applications are most effective 
early in the season before flowering, but can be done 
throughout the season as long as plants are green and grow-
ing. Effective herbicides include aminopyralid, metsulfuron 
methyl, dicamba, 2,4-D and picloram; however, picloram is 
not suitable for wet, coastal soils. We recommend that any 
herbicide application is carried out by a person holding a 
valid BC Pesticide Applicator Certificate. Before selecting and 
applying herbicides, you must review and follow herbicide 
labels and application rates; municipal, regional, provincial 
and federal laws and regulations; species-specific treatment 
recommendations, and site-specific goals and objectives.  

 Biological Control: A seedhead weevil (Omphalapion hook-
eri), stem-boring weevil (Microplontus endentulus) and adult 
gall midge (Rhopalomya tripleurospermi) have been released 
in northeastern BC. 

IMPACTS 

Ecological: Negatively impact aquatic systems, 
where monocultures form near water bodies or 
riparian areas, on sites with heavy soils and high 
soil moisture, or in soils that are subjected to pe-
riodic flooding. 
 
Economic: Scentless Chamomile forms dense 
stands in pastures and hay fields. It reduces yields 
in grain and seed fields, hay fields, pastures, and 
cultivated crops. 

 Visit ssisc.ca/report 

REPORT SIGHTINGS 

References: BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Invasive Species Council of BC, Invasive Species Council of Man-
itoba. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to report and 
for the most recent, up to date control methods. All reports 
will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Scentless Cham-
omille anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 
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