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INTRODUCTION 

As for most organizations across the planet, 2020 was a challenging year for the SSISC, with new realities to 
accept, new protocols to institute, and new ways of doing things to adopt. The good news τ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ 
contained in this report τ is that each of these was taken in stride, resulting not only in no net loss of activity, but 
an increase that saw for a very successful season. 
 
Beginning with a well-developed COVID-19 Exposure Control Plan, Executive Director Clare Greenberg and her 

ǎǘŀŦŦ ŘƛŘ ŀ ȅŜƻƳŀƴΩǎ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {{L{/{Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƳƛŘǎǘ ŀ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ in the final year of our 5-year Regional 

Strategy, delivering on the numerous programs and projects listed in our 2020 Program Plan. This included 

working from home when appropriate and, like most of us, spending plenty of time meeting in the virtual offices 

of Zoom. In line with this shift, the SSISC Education & Outreach team quickly and efficiently re-tooled many 

programs for delivery in an online format, additionally focusing on the development of web resources, social-

media content and species factsheets. As summary numbers show (p. 4), Field teams that quickly learned to 

assemble and operate in a socially distanced manner had no problem getting the job doneτboding well for 

continuance of the efficacy demonstrated by a steadily increasing number of previously treated invasive-plant 

sites (closing on 40%) showing no evidence of regrowth.  

Other wins for 2020 include revenue of ~$520,000 (including COVID-related wage subsidies and supports), up 21% 

from 2019 due to: 1) funds applied or negotiated for in 2019; and 2) Federal funding for youth/green jobs in 

partnerships with ECO Canada, Canada Summer Jobs, and Project Learning Tree Canada. In addition, new 

partnerships were forged with the DFO Aquatic Invasive Species Team and Salish Sea European Green Crab 

working group, the DFO Salmon Enhancement Program, and the ECO Canada Digital Skills for Youth Program. 

!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻǘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛƎ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 

doubtless be as impressed as I at what has been achieved by Clare and her team in an annum like no other. 

 
 

Leslie Anthony 

Chair, Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council 

 

  

https://ssisc.ca/resources/ssisc-regional-strategy/
https://ssisc.ca/resources/ssisc-regional-strategy/
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

INVASIVE PLANT FIELD PROGRAM 

Our field program was luckily able to operate in 2020 by following safety protocols. We employed, trained, and 

equipped three field crews to carry out inventory, control, and monitoring of invasive species during the 2020 

summer (May ς Oct). We were able to carry out both streams of our program: 

1) Early Detection Rapid Response for high priority species 
2) Inventory, Control and Monitoring Program for more established species 

During the 2020 season: 

¶ We continued our control efforts of Scotch Broom, carrying out inventories and removals of the species 
north and just south of the containment line at Brackendale. 

¶ We surveyed and controlled Butterfly Bush north and just south of the containment line at Brackendale 
and assessed the feasibility of removing two remote sites of the species along the Sea to Sky Trail. 

¶ We carried out inventories for high priority species along two FortisBC right of ways in Squamish.  

¶ We surveyed and mapped 10 new infestations of Japanese Knotweed in the region. 

¶ We carried out inventory and control of high priority species at 5 Sea to Sky Provincial Parks (Porteau 
Cove, Alice Lake, Garibaldi, Brandywine, Nairn Falls).  

¶ We once again carried out inventory and control of aquatic invasive plants in local waterbodies, focusing 
on Yellow Flag Iris and Purple Loosestrife. Waterbody inventories included: 

o Squamish sloughs and other aquatic habitats (Cattermole Slough, Judd Slough, Wilson Slough, 
Dryden Creek and the Judd Floodplain); 

o !ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƘƛǎǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ό!ƭǇƘŀ [ŀƪŜΣ bƛǘŀ [ŀƪŜΣ !ƭǘŀ [ŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ ƻŦ 
Golden Dreams, and Green Lake); and 

o Southern shoreline of Anderson Lake 

¶ We carried inventory and control for high 
priority invasive plants at 3 gravel pits for 
MOTI (Brunswick, Rayonier, Devine). 

¶ We carried out inventory for high priority 
species and control of high/medium priority 
species at 4 Innergex hydro projects (Ashlu, 
Fitzsimmons, Rutherford Creek, and Miller 
Creek). 

¶ We assisted the MFLNRORD in their control 
efforts of Flowering Rush, a Provincial EDDR 
species, in Whistler. 

¶ We continued to monitor Scotch Thistle in 
Britannia Beach, the only known location of 
this Regional EDRR species. 

¶ We carried out an inventory for high priority 
species throughout the Smoke Bluffs Park in Squamish. 

¶ We surveyed and controlled Blueweed at 13 sites multiple times throughout the season.  

¶ We surveyed and controlled Tansy Ragwort at 9 sites in the region, including one new site. 

¶ We surveyed and controlled Flat and Broadleaved Peavine at 10 sites, including one new site in Whistler.  

¶ We carried out a full removal of the Himalayan Blackberry infestation along the Arn Canal in Pemberton. 
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¶ We surveyed and controlled Spotted and Diffuse Knapweed at 13 sites in areas where the species are not 
yet under biocontrol.  

¶ We carried out inventory and removal of English Holly in the Squamish Wildlife Management Area, along 
popular trails, and adjacent areas. 

¶ We carried out an inventory of Japanese Knotweed along the Squamish dyke trails. 

¶ We surveyed and controlled Wild Parsnip, a Regional EDDR Species, that has only been found in the 
northern portion of our region, along Lillooet Lake Rd. 

¶ We surveyed and controlled high priority species on five Squamish Nation reserves (Cheakamus, 
Stawamus, Kowtain, Yekwaupsum and Waiwakum).  

¶ We surveyed and controlled high priority species in Lions Bay, placing a focus on Japanese Knotweed, 
Giant Hogweed, Yellow Flag Iris, Flat Pea, Tansy Ragwort and Spurge Laurel.  

¶ We carried out an inventory for Blueweed along the Lillooet Lake Forest Service Road. 

¶ We continued to monitor the Friendship Trail network maintained by the Squamish Lillooet Regional 
District for high priority species. 

¶ We carried out control of high priority species along Squamish Lillooet Regional District owned lands 
throughout the region, with a focus on lands in Furry Creek and Britannia.  

¶ We carried out inventory and control of high priority species along Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure secondary roads in Squamish Valley and Pemberton.  

¶ We carried out an inventory for Lamium along the Valley Trail network in Whistler. 
  

In Summary, we:  

¶ Carried out 1054 surveys of 50 
different species at 661 sites, 
including 44 surveys at 37 new sites.  

¶ Surveyed and mapped a total of 
1.1547 hectares of invasive plants. A 
total of 308 species sites (39.2% of 
previously treated sites) showed zero 
regrowth in 2020!  

¶ Inventoried 1148.3 ha of land for high 
priority invasive plants.  

¶ Carried out 318 mechanical 
treatments at 240 sites, removing 
0.2236 ha of invasive plants. 

¶ Carried out 251 chemical treatments 
at 157 sites, treating 0.8045 ha of invasive plants. 

¶ Carried out treatment monitoring at 77 sites and re-treated, as necessary. 

¶ Recorded all data on iPads ǳǎƛƴƎ {{L{/Ωǎ ŎƭƻǳŘ-based GIS system (ArcGIS Online & Collector App), and 
uploaded site level invasive plant data to the provincial IAPP mapping application using the Batch upload 
tool. 
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Field Crew Photos 

   

   

       

 


