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Wanted For 
 Being highly toxic and containing a sap 

that causes skin rashes 

 Reducing crop yields 

 Forming dense patches, outcompeting 
native species 

Last seen 
 In moist wooded areas, and along 

roadsides 

 In Garibaldi Highlands, Squamish 
Estuary and further south in Lions 
Bay 

 On private property, as it was once 
a garden ornamental 

 

 

 

B Brett 



These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Squamish area is still feasible. 

 
SquamiSh’S moSt wanted 

Evergreen, 

bushy shrub 

with small 

clusters of pale 

green-yellow 

flowers. 

Photo: D Hanna 

Leaves are glossy 

and dark green. 

Mature plants 

range from 0.5-

1.8 meters in 

height. 

Flowers mature 

into black, egg-

shaped drupes. 

Alternating oval 

leaves that taper 

at their base. 

Immature stems are 

green, but become 

thin and yellow-gray 

when the plant 

matures. 

 

Why is it invasive? 

Spurge Laurel outcompetes native plants by 

forming dense patches and spreading up to 

5.5 metre per season from a single plant. The 

dense patches block sunlight and monopolize 

water and nutrients, and a decaying Spurge 

Laurel plant may even release toxic chemicals 

that inhibit the germination of other plant 

species. Spurge Laurel is a problematic 

invasive for the agriculture sector, as it can 

drastically reduce crop yields. Each plant is 

capable of vegetative reproduction from lateral 

roots, and can also spread from the seeds 

contained in its berries.  

Proceed with care: 

All parts of the Spurge Laurel plant are 

poisonous, and the toxic sap causes skin 

rashes, nausea, swelling of the tongue, and 

coma. Spurge Laurel is classified as a 

poisonous plant with the Canadian Poisonous 

Plants Information System. 

How to remove it: 

When removing Spurge Laurel, ensure that 

protective gear such as waterproof gloves, eye 

protection, rubber raincoats and pants, and 

possibly even a respirator are worn. See 

WorksafeBC.com for more on protecting 

yourself from this species. Small spurge Laurel 

may be hand-pulled, but larger plants must be 

cut below the root crown, which is below the 

soil level. Dispose of all plant material in a 

designated invasive species bin or in the 

general waste stream (DO NOT COMPOST) . 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 

 Monitor your property for Spurge Laurel, and report any new 
infestations to SSISC. 

 Do not purchase, trade, or grow Spurge Laurel. Instead, choose 
non-invasive or native plants such as Pacific Rhododendron. 

 Ensure that soil and fill materials brought onto your property are 
not contaminated with Spurge Laurel seeds or roots. 

 Bag or tarp all soil and plants before transporting them for 
disposal. 


