
Origin: Eurasian Watermilfoil is native to Europe, 
Asia and Africa. It was introduced to North America  
either through the aquarium trade or in the ballast 
water of ships. 

Habitat: It is often found in still or slow-moving 
water bodies, such as lake shorelines, sloughs, 
irrigation canals, marshes, and streams. Water bodies 
that have experienced disturbances like nutrient 
loading, intense plant management or abundant 
motorboat use are especially susceptible to it. 
Eurasian Watermilfoil can also tolerate the brackish 
water of tidal creeks and bays. 

Reproduction: Eurasian Watermilfoil primarily 
reproduces vegetatively through rhizome and stem 
fragmentation. It can also reproduce by seed; 
however, germination rates are poor.  

 

Eurasian Watermilfoil 
Myriophyllum spicatum 
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Eurasian Watermilfoil is a submerged, rooted aquatic 
perennial. 

Flowers: Are small and yellow, with 4 petals, growing 
on reddish spikes that rise above the water and are 5 - 
15 cm long. Flowers are usually arranged in whorls. 

Stems: Mostly grow underwater, and branch near the 
surface. 

Leaves: Bright green, feathery leaves are arranged in 
whorls of 3 - 5 off the stem; each whorl has 12 - 
21 leaflets. 

Fruits: Segmented capsules containing 4 nearly round 
seeds. 

Similar Species:  

 Native: Northern Water-Milfoil (Myriophyllum 
sibiricum), which has 11 or fewer leaflets, 
compared to the 12 or more of Eurasian 
Watermilfoil. 

 Invasive: Parrot’s Feather (Myriophyllum 
aquaticum), which has white flowers and longer 
petioles. 
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Vectors of Spread: Eurasian Watermilfoil is most 
commonly spread from one water body to another by 
water currents and animals as well as boats or trailers and 
fishing gear. The seeds can also spread in the wind. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Eurasian Watermilfoil is not yet found throughout the 
Sea to Sky Region, so PREVENTION of further spread is 
key: 
 Do not plant Eurasian Watermilfoil in an aquarium or 

water garden. 
 Clean, Drain, and Dry all watercraft. Rinse all mud, 

debris, and plant fragments from all equipment, wading 
gear, and boats. 

 Do not dispose of aquarium plants into water bodies. 
 Ensure all plant parts are bagged and covered during 

transport to the designated disposal site (e.g. landfill). 
Do NOT compost.  

Eurasian Watermilfoil can be controlled by: 
 Cultural Control: In water bodies where it is possible 

to manipulate the water levels, dehydrating the root 
crown for several weeks has been successful in 
reducing the biomass of the infestation. 

 Mechanical Control: Removal by hand (by raking and 
seining) or with machines is possible but not 
recommended due to the risk of spreading stem 
fragments. Bottom barriers, which consist of sheets of 
material like fiberglass, polypropylene or PVC that are 
anchored to the lake bottom, are most appropriate to 
control growth in localized areas. They prevent plant 
growth by blocking sunlight. 

 Chemical Control: Herbicides cannot be applied in 
aquatic environments in Canada. Herbicide control is 
not recommended for this species.  

 Biological Control: Some biological agents exist, 
including a weevil (Eurychiopsis lecontei) whose larvae 
bores down through the stems, introducing diseases 
that suppress growth and a midge (Cricotopus 
myriophylli) whose larvae feeds on the plant stems, 
reducing overall plant integrity and suppressing plant 
growth. However, no single species is known to make 
enough of an impact to be useful as a biocontrol agent. 

IMPACTS 

Ecological:  

 It tolerates cold water temperatures, allowing Eurasian 
Watermilfoil to photosynthesis before native species, 
reducing light penetration early in the season.  

 Shades out native species. 

 Creates stagnant waters, which can become breeding areas 
for mosquitoes. 

 Decreases oxygen levels in the water due to the decay of 
the large mats of Eurasian Watermilfoil in the fall. 

 Decreases available habitat for large predatory fish. 

Economic:  

 Clogs waterways, irrigation ditches and drainage canals, 
adding to maintenance costs. 

 Decreases aesthetic appeal of the shoreline, decreasing 
desirability and value of adjacent residential areas. 

 The decreased aesthetic value of lakefront properties also 
negatively impacts tourism. 

References: Alberta Invasive Species Council, Central 
Kootenay Invasive Species Society, Global Invasive Species 
Database, Invasive Species Compendium, Invasive Species 
Council of BC, Lake George Association, Minnesota Sea Grant, 
New York Invasive Species Information, Ontario’s Invading 
Species Awareness Program. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to 
report and for the most recent, up to date control 
methods. All reports will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Eurasian 
Watermilfoil anywhere in the Sea to Sky 
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