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Wanted For 
 Reducing the overall productivity of 

grazing areas for livestock 

 Tainting honey, thus rendering it bitter and 
impossible to market 

 Causing liver damage in cattle, deer, pigs, 
horses and goats 

Last seen 
 A small number of sites in 

Squamish 

 Disturbed and bare sites like 
grazed pastures, roadsides, and 
forest clear-cuts 

 Sites that offer full sun in well-
drained soils 

 

L Scott 



These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Squamish area is still feasible. 

 
SquamiSh’S moSt wanted 

Bright yellow 

and daisy-like 

flowers with 10-

15 thin petals. 

Second year plants 

produce alternate 

ruffled leaves that 

are dark green on 

top and whitish-

green on the 

underside. 

Flower heads are 

arranged in flat-

topped clusters at the 

top of the stem. 

First year plants pro-

duce a rosette with 

dark green, ruffled 

leaves and purplish 

stems. 

Stems are upright 

and branched near 

the top of the plant. 

 

Why is it invasive? 

Tansy Ragwort displaces and outcompetes 

native forage plants, primarily due to its 

efficient vegetative propagation and 

effective seed production. Any disturbance 

to the plant and soil around it can cause 

seeds to germinate or new shoots to emerge 

from root fragments, crown buds, or root 

stalks. Seeds can be viable for up to 15 years 

and are dispersed by water, wind, people, 

livestock, vehicles, and equipment.  

Why should we care? 

Tansy Ragwort has adverse impacts on 

animals: it contains alkaloids that are toxic 

to cattle, deer, pigs, horses, and goats. For 

some species, ingestion can cause liver 

damage. In terms of economic impacts, 

Tansy Ragwort is responsible for tainting 

honey produced by bees and milk produced 

by cows and goats. 

How to remove it: 

Hand-pulling is effective for only small 

stands, as larger stands require the removal 

of the entire root system or frequent tillage. 

Mowing before flowering to prevent seed 

production can be effective, but plants will 

continue to flower after a mowing treatment. 

Because vegetative reproduction is easily 

stimulated, herbicide treatment can be the 

most effective way to eradicate Tansy 

Ragwort. Restoring disturbed sites with 

native species to compete with Tansy 

Ragwort can help decrease its abundance. 

All plant materials should be disposed of in 

a designated invasive species bin or the 

general waste stream (DO NOT COMPOST). 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 
 Monitor your property and report any new Tansy Ragwort 

infestations to SSISC. 

 Ensure soil and fill materials are not contaminated with Tansy 
Ragwort seeds or roots. 

 Proceed with caution when mechanically removing Tansy 
Ragwort; call SSISC for site-specific advice. 

 Clean clothing, animals, tools, and machinery before leaving an 
infestation. 

 Re-vegetate exposed soil with non-invasive or native plants such 
as Yarrow to prevent further invasion. 

Produces ribbed 

seeds with a cluster 

of white hairs. 
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