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Wanted For 
 Taking over wetlands and altering habitat 

 Displacing native plants 

 Blocking water flow 

 Spreading via floating seed pods 

 Containing a toxin in roots and leaves 

Last seen 
 In sloughs and creeks throughout 

Squamish 

 In the Squamish Estuary 
 In gardens and ponds on private 

property throughout Squamish 

 

H Zell, commons. 
wikimedia.org 



Stems are 40-150 cm tall 

and may be in bunches. 

Leaves are dark green, stiff, 

and sword-shaped with a 

central ridge on both sides.  

Seeds are tightly packed in large 

glossy green capsules. 

Plants grow tightly bunched 

together and spread by stout 

rhizomes, long-spreading 

roots, and floating seedpods. 

Leaves fan out from the base. 

These species have a significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health. 

Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Squamish area is still feasible. 

 
SquamiSh’S moSt wanted 

Why is it invasive? 

Yellow Flag Iris is an invasive 

plant from Europe that takes 

over wetlands, forming dense 

stands which displace native 

plants and animals. It spreads 

by floating seeds and creeping 

rhizomes, slowly choking out 

wetlands and blocking water 

flow. It is toxic to humans and 

animals, causing skin irritation 

and severe gastrointestinal 

stress. 

How to remove it: 

Dig the rhizomes out by cutting 

to their full depth (up to 30 cm 

deep) using a sharp shovel or 

mattock. Dig out an area 

around the plant to remove all 

of the creeping rhizomes (~30 

cm out from the plant). If it is 

not possible to remove all 

rhizomes, prevent seed 

production and spread by 

clipping plants as close to their 

base as possible and bagging 

all flower heads and seeds. 

Dispose of all plant material in 

a designated invasive species 

bin or in the general waste 

stream (DO NOT COMPOST). 

Wear gloves to prevent contact 

with toxic resins. 

Do your part to prevent the spread! 
 Monitor your property and nearby wetlands for Yellow Flag Iris, 

and report infestations to SSISC. 

 Immediately remove flower heads and seeds. Follow up with 
digging or cutting of entire plant. 

 Ensure that soil and fill materials are not contaminated with 
Yellow Flag Iris roots or seeds. 

 Bag and tarp all soil and plants before transporting them for 
disposal. 

 Clean clothing, animals, tools, and machinery before leaving an 
infestation. 

 Re-vegetate exposed soil with native or non-invasive plants such 
as sedges or rushes to prevent further invasion.  

Flowers are entirely yellow, with 

3 sepals that curve backwards, 

and 3 petals curving upwards. 
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