
I n v a s i v e  S p e c i e s  o f  t h e  P e m b e r t o n  R e g i o n :  E ra d i c a t i o n  P r i o r i t y  

Purple Loosestrife  

Identification: 

 shrub-like in appearance 

 up to 3 metres tall and 1.5 

metres wide 

 small, purple flowers ar-

ranged in dense, showy 

spikes 

 square stems, sometimes 

more than 30 per plant 

 flowers can be 7-10 mm tall 

 leaves are hairy, and lance-

shaped leaves 

 flowers from late July to 

September 

 

What is Purple Loosestrife? 

Known also as the Beautiful Killer, Purple 

Loosestrife is one of the most infamous alien 

invaders. Purple Loosestrife prefers predomi-

nately sunny, wetland habitats, and is good at 

reproducing, quickly forming dense stands that 

crowd out other plant species and destroy 

habitat for native wildlife.  

Where did Purple Loosestrife Come From? 

In the early 1800s, Purple Loosestrife was accidentally introduced to eastern North America in 

the water ballast of a ship from Europe. The plant was also intentionally introduced as a medic-

inal plant, and at the hands of beekeepers, Purple Loosestrife yields a popular, quality honey. 

As with many other attractive plant invaders, Purple Loosestrife also arrived via garden centres 

that stock the plant as an ornamental. 

Why are we Eradicating Purple Loosestrife?  

Purple Loosestrife will out-compete plant species for light, space and pollinators, and choke 

native wildlife under a sea of purple flowers and dense, tight strands. As well, the plant clogs 

irrigation systems and obstructs waterways used by recreational boaters. In the United States, 

estimates indicate that 200,000 hectares of wetlands are lost each year due to Purple Loose-

strife. 

What is the status of Purple Loosestrife in the Pemberton Region? 

The Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council has listed Purple Loosestrife as a Eradication  Priority 

species in the Pemberton region. It exists in the region with very limited distribution. Because 

of this, eradication is both feasible, and the ultimate goal for this species. It is one of the high-

est priorities for planned control programs in the Pemberton area. 

How to remove Purple Loosestrife from your property:  

Small, isolated infestations of purple loosestrife may be hand pulled. The entire root of the 

plant should be removed to avoid re-growth from root fragments. Pulling is easiest when 

plants are young. Older plants have larger root systems that are better removed with a garden 

fork. Pulling should also occur before seed production.  

Prevention 

 Maintain riparian and aquatic environments in a healthy condition to ensure a produc-

tive natural plant community. 

 Regularly patrol your property for purple loosestrife plants and immediately control 

new infestations.  

 Re-vegetate disturbed soils with native plants that provide dense, early colonization to 

prevent weed invasion.  

 Clean boats of plant material and soil prior to leaving a loosestrife infested area.  

 


