
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Origin: Japanese in origin, Japanese Knotweed was 
introduced to the UK in 1825, and made its way to 
Canada in the early 1900s as a garden ornamental.  

Habitat: Thrives in moist, disturbed soil, as their 
rapidly-growing root system and ability to regenerate 
from small plant fragments allows infestations to 
rapidly spread. Often seen along waterways, where 
pieces can develop into large plants and spread to 
further areas. 

Propagation: Spreads through its extensive root 
system, but pieces of stem or root alone can sprout 
and form entire plant colonies given enough moisture 
(often doing so if left in moist soil or water). 

 

 
Japanese Knotweed 
Fallopia japonica 

S q u a m i s h :  C o n t a i n  |  W h i s t l e r :  E r a d i c a t e  |  P e m b e r t o n :  E r a d i c a t e  

Flowers: Flowers are small, white-green, 
and can be found in plume-like, 
branched clusters along the stem and leaf joints. 

Stems: Its bamboo-like stems are hollow and 
stand upright, with thin, papery sheaths. The 
stems range in colour from red to brown. 
Japanese Knotweed tends to grow 1-5 m tall. 

Leaves: Heart-shaped leaves that, when mature, 
are 9-10 cm wide and 10-15 cm long. Leaves are in 
a distinctive zigzag pattern along the stem. 

Similar Species: 

 Non-Native: Giant Knotweed (Fallopia 

sachalensis), Himalayan Knotweed (Polygonum 

polystachyum), and the hybrid Bohemian 

Knotweed (Fallopia x bohemica). 
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(A.K.A. Fleeceflower, American Bamboo) 



Vectors of Spread: Fragments of Japanese Knotweed 
spread mainly through human activities involving the 
movement of Knotweed-infested soil, mechanical 
control, or improper disposal of Knotweed plant 
material. These pieces may also travel along waterways, 
forming new infestations downstream. 

 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Japanese Knotweed has been found in some sites in 
Squamish, so CONTAINMENT and ERADICATION is key: 
 Do not use Japanese Knotweed as a garden plant. 
 Do not use or transport soil and gravel that is 

contaminated with Japanese Knotweed. 
 Do not mow or otherwise cut Japanese Knotweed, 

since fragments can spread the plant. 
Japanese Knotweed can be removed by: 
 Mechanical Control: It is NOT recommended to use 

mechanical treatments on Japanese Knotweed, due 
to limited efficacy of such treatments. If absolutely 
necessary, smaller patches may be managed by 
cutting stems to at most 15 cm tall every 2 weeks 
and monitoring up to 10 m away from removal 
location for new sprouts. This should eventually 
deplete the energy reserves of the rhizome, but can 
take decades to do so. 

 Any cut material should be bagged and deeply buried 
in a landfill. Take extra precautions to keep from 
spreading fragments to new sites during transport. 

 Chemical Control: Site-specific herbicide treatments 
are the most effective method to control and 
eradicate Japanese Knotweed infestations. Targeted 
application methods, such as foliar sprays, attack 
both above-ground vegetation and root systems. 
Herbicide application should be done by a certified 
pesticide applicator who has experience treating 
Knotweed, such as SSISC’s Field Crew. 

 Biological Control: Some invertebrates and fungi 
exist that feed on its foliage, damaging the plant. 
Some moths, beetles, jumping plant lice, and plant 
pathogen fungi have been considered for biological 
control in North America.  There are no biocontrols 
currently released in Canada for Japanese Knotweed. 

IMPACTS 

Economic: Causes damage to infrastructure when 
it grows through concrete; reduces sight lines 
along roads, fences, and other rights-of-way; 
impedes access to waterbodies. 
 
Ecological: Disrupts food chains and threatens 
biodiversity by shading out other plant species, 
reducing available habitat, and increasing soil 
erosion along stream banks.  

References: Invasive Species Council of British 
Columbia,  Royal BC Museum, Eattheweeds.com, 
Invasive.org 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to      
report and for the most recent, up to date control 
methods (research is ongoing). All reports will be 
kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Japanese 
Knotweed anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 

Bob Brett 
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 REPORT SIGHTINGS 
 
Squamish:  
 Use the App: Report-A-Weed  
 Online:  http://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/iapp/ 
Pemberton & Whistler: Email info@ssisc.ca 


