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Whistler’s 5 WORST WEEDS

Have significant impact on the environment, economy, and human health.
Their numbers are low enough that complete eradication from the Whistler area is still feasible.

#4

Scotch Broom
Cytisus scoparius

Flowers are bright yellow and
pea-like, blooming in May.
They may have red markings
in the middle.

Seed pods are hairy, flattened, and
pea-like. They are initially green
and turn brown to black in colour.

Shrubs grow
up to 3m tall.

Stem is woody and branches
are slender, green,
and ribbed.

Upper leaves are single
and unstalked.

Lower leaves are stalked and
composed of three oval leaflets
up to half an inch long.

Do your part to prevent the spread!

Why is it invasive?
Scotch broom was brought to
BC from Scotland as a garden
ornamental in the 1850’s. It
spreads quickly by seed and
grows aggressively,
preventing forest re-growth by
outcompeting conifer
seedlings. High density
infestations obstruct
sightlines on roads, limit the
movement of wildlife and
humans, and escalate wildfire
intensity by increasing fuel
load.

How to remove it:
Pull small seedlings (less
than a pencil width) when the
soil is moist. Do not pull
larger plants as this will
disturb the soil and promote
germination of the seed bank.
Cut down larger plants in May
before the flowers have gone
to seed. A single plant can
produce up to 42,000 seeds.
Prevent stalks from
re-growing by covering them
with plastic to block the light.
Remove plant material from
the site as it will release
toxins into the soil that
prevent growth of other
desirable plants. Dispose of
all plant material in a
designated invasive species
bin or the general waste
stream (DO NOT COMPOST).

 Monitor your property, report to SSISC, and immediately pull up any emerging Scotch Broom plants.
 Ensure that soil and fill material brought onto your property is not contaminated with Scotch Broom
seeds. The seeds are protected by a thick seed coat and can lie dormant in the soil for up to 50 years.
 Bag or tarp all soil and Scotch Broom plants before transporting them for disposal.
 Clean clothing, animals, tools and machinery before leaving an infestation.
 Re-vegetate exposed soil with native or non-invasive plants such as Shrubby Cinquefoil to prevent
further invasion.

