
Origin: Originates from Europe, however the specifics 
of when and where exactly are unknown. Blueweed has 
been purchased as a garden ornamental in the past. It is 
found throughout Southern BC and other Canadian 
provinces and is classified as a noxious weed in some 
regions.  

Habitat: Blueweed grows in dry, rocky, gravelly 
habitats and disturbed areas such as roadsides, 
drainage ditches, right-of-ways, fence-lines and gravel 
pits. It can also be found in rocky pastures and ranges.  

Reproduction: Blueweed is a biennial or short-lived 
perennial that reproduces by seed, with each plant 
producing up to 2,800 seeds a season. Seeds may 
remain viable in soil for several years. 

 

Blueweed 
Echium vulgare 

S q u a m i s h :  C o n t a i n |  W h i s t l e r :  E r a d i c a t e  |  P e m b e r t o n :  C o n t a i n  

Flowers: Reddish-purple when in bulb form, 
eventually turning bright blue when they flower. 
Flowers are 10-20 mm long, 5-lobed and found on the 
upper side of a short stem. 

Stems: Erect and covered with a combination of short 
hairs and scattered, long, stiff hairs which are painful 
to touch. Long hairs have dark, swollen bases that 
produce noticeable flecks. Stems are 30-80 cm tall. 

Leaves: Basal leaves are narrow and stalked, 6-25 cm 
in length. Leaves become smaller in size and stalkless 
near the top of the plant. All leaves are covered in 
short, stiff hairs. 

Roots: Long, stout, black taproots with smaller, 
fibrous lateral roots. 

Seeds: Clustered together in groups of 4, each seed is 
3 mm long, greyish-brown, angular, rough and 
wrinkly.  

Similar Species:  

 Native: Purple Lupin (Lupinus spp.) 
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(A.K.A. Viper’s Bugloss, Blue Devil 

IDENTIFICATION 

S.Dewey, Bugwood Org. 



Vectors of Spread: Seeds usually drop in the immediate 
vicinity of the parent plant, however Blueweed can be 
spread by wildlife, humans and equipment. The seeds’ 
rough exterior helps them stick to hair, clothing, fur and 
feathers. Dead flower stalks may also break off and be 
dispersed by the wind. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
Blueweed is currently found in Pemberton, and 
sporadically throughout Squamish and Whistler, so 
PREVENTION of further spread is key: 
 Learn how to ID this species and regularly monitor 

properties for infestations. 
 Ensure soil and gravel are uncontaminated before 

transport. 
 Minimize soil disturbances and promptly re-vegetate 

disturbed areas to prevent the growth of Blueweed. 
 Don’t unload, park, or store equipment or vehicles in 

infested areas; remove plant material from any 
equipment, vehicles, or clothing used in such areas and 
wash equipment and vehicles at designated cleaning sites 
before leaving infested areas. 

 Minimize soil disturbances (e.g. use grazing plans that 
prevent soil exposure from overgrazing), and use seed 
mixes with dense, early colonization (e.g. alfalfa or 
barley) to re-vegetate exposed soil and resist invasion. 

 Ensure plants (particularly flowering heads or root 
fragments) are bagged or covered to prevent spread 
during transport to designated disposal sites (e.g. 
landfill). 

Blueweed can be controlled by: 
 Mechanical Control: Repeated hand-pulling or digging 

can be an effective way to control small infestations. If 
roots cannot be removed, cutting and mowing infested 
areas before the plant seeds will help to decrease seed 
production. If hand-cutting or hand-pulling Blueweed, 
make sure to cut the taproots and bag seed heads to 
prevent unwanted spread. Do not compost. 

 Chemical Control: Spring to mid-summer application of 
herbicides including 2,4-D, triclopyr, glyphosate or 
metsulfuron methyl provide control. We recommend that 
any herbicide application is carried out by a person 
holding a valid BC Pesticide Applicator Certificate. Before 
selecting and applying herbicides, you must review and 
follow herbicide labels and application rates; municipal, 
regional, provincial and federal laws and regulations; 
species-specific treatment recommendations, and site-
specific goals and objectives.  

 Biological Control: There are currently no known 
biocontrol agents for Blueweed. 

IMPACTS 

Health: 

Stem hairs are prickly and can irritate skin; potential 
toxic threat due to presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids 

Economic: 

Takes over pastures and disturbed areas; seeds can 
contaminate clover and other crop seeds, and can be a 
host for viruses. 

Ecological:  

Generally unpalatable to wildlife; competition with 
native plant species in BC is undetermined. 

References: Government of British Columbia, Invasive Species 
Council of British Columbia, BC Ministry of Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Southern Interior Weed Management 
Committee, Weeds BC. 

Contact the Sea to Sky Invasive Species Council to report 
and for the most recent, up to date control methods. All 
reports will be kept confidential. 

If you suspect you have found Blueweed 
anywhere in the Sea to Sky region: 
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